The Law of the Twelve Tables
Homework: Due _________________
Question: Is this document effective at solving problems between the classes of citizens in Rome? Why or why not?

Background:  The Law of the Twelve Tables, compiled sometime around 450 BC, was Rome’s first written law code.  Organized by patricians at the insistence of the plebeians, the laws included in the code deal largely with trials which were key issues in relations between the two classes in Roman society.  As a result, studying the Law of the Twelve Tables can reveal a great deal about how the two classes got along, and thus about early Roman society.  Read the sample laws from the tables below.  As you read, think about:  who created the laws, the possible points of view of patricians and plebeians on each law, and how the laws would have affected members of each class.

	The Law of the Twelve Tables

From Table 1:  If anyone summons a man before the magistrates, he must go.  If the man summoned does not go, let the one summoning him call the bystanders to witness and then take him by force.

From Table III:  One who has confessed a debt, or against whom judgment has been pronounced, shall have thirty days to pay it in.  After that forcible seizure of his person is allowed.  The creditor shall bring him before the magistrate.  Unless he pays the amount of the judgment or someone in the presence of the magistrate interferes in his behalf as protector the creditor so shall take him home and fasten him in stocks or fetters.  He shall fasten him with not less than fifteen pounds of weight or, if he choose, with more.  If the prisoner choose, he may furnish his own food.  If he does not, the creditor must give him a pound of meal daily; if he choose he may give him more.

From Table XI:  Marriage should not take place between plebeians and patricians.


Assignment: 

1. Identify the research question.  Write it in the space below.

2. Annotate the document. (you may use the space above to do so)

3. Write a thesis statement answering the research question.  Write it in the space below.
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Ancient Egyptian Social Structure
Egypt’s government took shape during the Old Kingdom. At the head of the government was the king, who eventually became known as the pharaoh. Pharaohs had absolute power in Egypt. They owned all the land in the country, and their word was law. In addition, pharaohs acted as judges and the leaders of Egypt’s army. 

One reason for the pharaoh’s great power was the belief that he was god. The ancient Egyptians believed that the pharaoh was really god in human form. As such, people thought that the pharaoh was responsible for Egypt’s prosperity. He and his priests had to perform elaborate rituals everyday to ensure that the sun would rise, the Nile would flood, and crops would grow. Because the pharaoh was thought to be a god, religion and government were closely intertwined in the Old Kingdom. Egypt was a theocracy, a state ruled by religious leaders.  

After the pharaoh the most powerful people in Egypt were government officials, priests and priestesses, scribes, military leaders, landowners and doctors.  Government officials were highly influential in Egypt. Powerful as the pharaoh was, he could not rule Egypt alone. The kingdom was simply too big and too complex for one person to govern. Some officials served as governors of small territories within Egypt. Others were irrigation supervisors or crop inspectors. Census takers kept track of their kingdoms population, while tax collectors gathered the grain and good that supplied the kingdom. All together these officials kept Egypt running smoothly and efficiently.
The next level of Egyptian social structure included artisans, craftsman, and merchants. These were people who made and sold the goods, such as jewelry and clothing, used by others both in Egypt and other lands. 
The largest part of Egyptian society, 90 percent of the population, was coincidently the least powerful group of people in Egypt. This group was made up of peasant farmers. Although they spent most of their time in the fields, these farmers could also be recruited the build large public works, such as pyramids, during the flood season. Farmers were also sometimes asked to work in quarries or mines to serve in the army. 

Ancient India’s Caste System
The ancient people of the Indus River made up one of the oldest civilizations on earth.  The civilization was made up of four distinct social statuses, called Varna’s. Each Varna played a particular role in society. According to this passage, people of the four Varna’s were created from the body of a single being.  

The part of the body from which each Varna was created was tied to its duties. For example, Brahmins came from the mouth, the source of speech and wisdom, and thus were priests. 
Over centuries, the four Varna’s were divided into hundreds of smaller divisions called castes. Membership in a caste determined what jobs one could hold and whom determined what jobs one could hold and whom one could marry. A social hierarchy developed in which some castes had some privileges than others, though the order of castes could and did change frequently. Not everyone in society belonged to a caste, though. A group commonly referred to as the untouchables had none of the protections of caste law and could perform only jobs that other castes did not, such as handling dead animals. 

Ancient Roman Classes
In The early days of the Roman Republic, the heads of a few aristocratic families, known as patricians, elected officials from among themselves. Organized in clans, patrician families controlled every aspect of society- politics, religion, economics, and the military. Patricians maintained their power through a patronage system in which wealthy Romans provided financial, social, or legal support for lower ranking families in return in return for political backing and loyalty.
Almost from the beginning of the Republic, however, the common people, or plebeians, challenged the patricians for power. When invaders threatened Rome in 494 BC, the plebeians seceded, or withdrew. They left Rome and refused to fight until changes were made. Realizing they would not have an army without the plebeians, the patricians grudgingly expanded plebian rights. Once they received these new rights the plebeians returned to defend the city. Back in Rome, they formed their own assembly, the Plebeian Council. That assembly had the responsibility of overseeing and protecting Plebeian affairs.
To guarantee their rights, the plebeians also gained the right to elect officials. It was the tribunes’ job to protect the plebeians against unjust treatment by patrician officials. Eventually, these tribunes even gained the right to veto, or ban, laws that seemed harmful or unjust to Plebeians. 
Later, around 450 B.C. The plebian forced the patricians to have all laws written down. The laws were displayed in the Roman forum on twelve large bronze, known as the code of the Twelve Tables. Because the laws were posted, patrician judges could not make decisions based on their own opinions or on secret laws. However, one of the newly posted laws, was a ban on marriage between patricians and plebeians- an attempt by the patricians to preserve their special status.  

	Law Code
	Provide 2-3 examples of laws from this document (in your own words)
	Who are these laws protecting?
	Who has the most power in this society?

	Law of the Twelve Tables
	
	
	

	Hammurabi’s Code
	
	
	

	Constitution
	
	
	


Athenian Democracy: A “Brief Overview”

The Assembly – The Assembly was the regular gathering of male Athenian citizens.  There the men listened to, discussed, and voted on laws that affected every aspect of Athenian life, from financial matters to religious ones, from public festivals to war, from treaties with foreign powers to regulations governing ferry boats.  The Assembly was the regular opportunity for all male citizens of Athens to speak their minds and cast their votes regarding the government of their city. It was the most central and most definitive institution of the Athenian Democracy.

In the Assembly each male citizen of Athens could speak, regardless of his station, or social status.  This freedom to speak was not absolute or without regulation. In the early democracy citizens over 50 years of age could speak first.  Other formal restrictions could apply limiting discussion of certain topics to certain meetings of the Assembly, or even laws forbidding discussion of issues already settled in a court. Other, less legitimate limits could be imposed: the crowd might refuse to listen to a speaker advocate an unpopular proposal.  

Citizens were paid for attending the Assembly, to ensure that even the poor could afford to take time from their work to participate in their own government.

The traditional meeting-place for the Assembly was the open space on top of the hill of the Pnyx. The Pnyx was open to the sky, and thus meetings of the Assembly must have been influenced by the weather; the laws that mandated good weather omens before the election of military officers might have been as interested in ensuring a comfortable day for discussion as in ascertaining divine favor (determining whether or not the Gods liked the individual or not).

The opening of a meeting of the Assembly was marked by rituals. A sacrifice was made and carried around the area, and there was a prayer, both of these intended to purify the proceedings.  Most voting in the Assembly was by a show of hands, although some votes were conducted by secret ballot.  Once the Assembly had approved something, the decree, its date, and the names of the officials who put the matter to the vote, were recorded and preserved as a public record of the proceedings of government

The Council – The Council of 500 represented the full-time government of Athens. It consisted of 500 citizens, 50 from each of the ten tribes, who served for one year. The Council could issue laws on its own, but its main function was to prepare the agenda for meetings of the Assembly. The Council would meet to discuss and vote on “Preliminary decrees,” and any of these that passed the Council’s vote went on for discussion and voting in the Assembly.

Before taking their seats on the Council, newly selected Councilors had to undergo scrutiny, an audit (inspection) of their fitness to serve.  This scrutiny took into account almost every aspect of a citizen’s life, public and private: “…Who is your father, and who is your father’s father, and who your mother, and who her father?” Newly appointed Councilors swore an oath.

The People’s Court – Of almost equal importance to the Assembly and Council was the People’s Court where juries of citizens would listen to cases, would vote on the guilt or innocence of their fellow citizens, and vote on punishments for those found guilty.

Athenians who served on juries received payment for service, a democratic innovation, of course, because it allowed the poorer citizens to participate in the governance of their city. There was no property requirement for service; any citizen who did not owe any debts to the treasury, was at least thirty years old, and had not lost his citizenship through any legal action could serve as a juror.  Jurors would be selected, randomly, from the pool of people willing to serve. The jurors would be divided into groups, one group for every active courtroom. The individual groups would be assigned to individual courtrooms randomly and at the last minute, and there were elaborate checks to ensure that only authorized jurors entered each courtroom.

Since the courts were charged with hearing all cases, criminal and civil cases against the government, this elaborate effort to ensure that the juries were truly honest makes sense. The courts were the ultimate guarantor of democratic rule, and so the juries that ruled those courts had to be as democratic as possible.  Juries varied in size from 501 jurors in lesser cases, up to 1500 for the most important matters.  Decisions did not have to be unanimous.

Answer the following questions on a separate piece of paper. Write in complete sentences. Write at least two sentences per question.

What purpose did the assembly serve for men?
Who could speak during these assemblies?
What is a Pnyx?
How many people were on a council?
What purpose did the Peoples court serve?
Why was it important to make sure the juries were honest?

Definitions

Theocracy – a government ruled by religious by religious leaders who claim gods authority 

*Tape this into your notebook*
Your job: Ask your classmates to tell you how they feel about the question (should CMS have year-round school?).  Remind students to raise their hands.  Call on three or four different people.  Ask for different opinions.  Once you have heard from several people, tell them you are going to consider their opinions.  Pause for 30 seconds.  Then tell them what you are going to do.  Explain to them that you are doing it because “God told me to”.


Oligarchy – A small group of people having control of a country, organization, or institution 

*Tape this into your notebook*
Your job: The three of you get to decide what you want to do (should CMS have year-round school?).  If two of you agree on the topic, that is the group’s decision.  Take 2 minutes to decide as a group.  You will explain your decision to the class.
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*Tape this into your notebook*
Your job: The three of you get to decide what you want to do (should CMS have year-round school?).  If two of you agree on the topic, that is the group’s decision.  Take 2 minutes to decide as a group.  You will explain your decision to the class.

Oligarchy – A small group of people having control of a country, organization, or institution 

*Tape this into your notebook*
Your job: The three of you get to decide what you want to do (should CMS have year-round school?).  If two of you agree on the topic, that is the group’s decision.  Take 2 minutes to decide as a group.  You will explain your decision to the class.


Monarchy – a form of government in which supreme authority is vested n a single figure, such as a king, and whose powers can vary.
*Tape this into your notebook*

Your job: Ask your classmates to tell you how they feel about the question (should CMS have year-round school?).  Call on them, but interrupt them and disagree with what they say (even if you really agree).  After calling on 4-5 people, cut them off and tell that you are going to change to what you want, because you are the King/Queen.
Direct Democracy – the type of governing system where all people vote directly on an issue.
*Tape this to your notebook*

Your job: At the front of the class, read the question to the class: Should CMS have year-round school?  Give your classmates 2 reasons why this is a good thing, and 2 reasons why this a bad thing.  Tell them that since this is a direct democracy, they will vote on the issue.  Hold a vote: Tell students to raise their hands “FOR” year round schooling.


Representative Democracy – a form of government in which officials are elected to represent community. These representatives then vote on issue. 
*Tape this into your notebook*

Your job: You want to be your classmates elected representative.  You believe that you should make decisions on their behalf.  Be prepared to take 30 seconds to explain to your classmates why you are qualified to make decisions.

Representative Democracy – a form of government in which officials are elected to represent community. These representatives then vote on issue. 
*Tape this into your notebook*

Your job: You want to be your classmates elected representative.  You believe that you should make decisions on their behalf.  Be prepared to take 30 seconds to explain to your classmates why you are qualified to make decisions.

Representative Democracy – a form of government in which officials are elected to represent community. These representatives then vote on issue. 
*Tape this into your notebook*

Your job: You want to be your classmates elected representative.  You believe that you should make decisions on their behalf.  Be prepared to take 30 seconds to explain to your classmates why you are qualified to make decisions.

Representative Democracy – a form of government in which officials are elected to represent community. These representatives then vote on issue. 
*Tape this into your notebook*

Your job: You want to be your classmates elected representative.  You believe that you should make decisions on their behalf.  Be prepared to take 30 seconds to explain to your classmates why you are qualified to make decisions.

Congratulations – you won the election!

Tell your classmates what you voted for, and explain to them why that is the best decision.

From Republic to Dictatorship

Beginning in the eighth century B.C., Ancient Rome grew from a small town on central Italy's Tiber River into an empire that at its peak encompassed most of continental Europe, Britain, much of western Asia, northern Africa and the Mediterranean islands. Among the many legacies of Roman dominance are the widespread use of the Romance languages (Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese and Romanian) derived from Latin, the modern Western alphabet and calendar and the emergence of Christianity as a major world religion. After 450 years as a republic, Rome became an empire in the wake of Julius Caesar's rise and fall in the first century B.C. The long and triumphant reign of its first emperor.

The Early Republic

The power of the monarch passed to two annually elected magistrates called consuls; they also served as commanders in chief of the army. The magistrates, though elected by the people, were drawn largely from the Senate, which was dominated by the patricians, or the descendants of the original senators from the time of Romulus. Politics in the early republic was marked by the long struggle between patricians and plebeians (the common people), who eventually attained some political power through years of concessions from patricians, including their own political bodies, the tribunes, which could initiate or veto legislation.In 450 B.C., the first Roman law code was inscribed on 12 bronze tablets–known as the Twelve Tables–and publicly displayed in the Roman Forum. These laws included issues of legal procedure, civil rights and property rights and provided the basis for all future Roman civil law. By around 300 B.C., real political power in Rome was centered in the Senate, which at the time included only members of patrician and wealthy plebeian families.

Military Expansion

During the early republic, the Roman state grew exponentially in both size and power. Though the Gauls sacked and burned Rome in 390 B.C., the Romans rebounded under the leadership of the military hero Camillus, eventually gaining control of the entire Italian peninsula by 264 B.C. Rome then fought a series of wars known as the Punic Wars with Carthage, a powerful city-state in northern Africa. The first two Punic Wars ended with Rome in full control of Sicily, the western Mediterranean and much of Spain. In the Third Punic War (149–146 B.C.), the Romans captured and destroyed the city of Carthage and sold its surviving inhabitants into slavery, making a section of northern Africa a Roman province. At the same time, Rome also spread its influence east, defeating King Philip V of Macedonia in the Macedonian Wars and turning his kingdom into another Roman province.Rome's military conquests led directly to its cultural growth as a society, as the Romans benefited greatly from contact with such advanced cultures as the Greeks. The first Roman literature appeared around 240 B.C., with translations of Greek classics into Latin; Romans would eventually adopt much of Greek art, philosophy and religion. 

Internal Struggles in the Late Republic

Rome's complex political institutions began to crumble under the weight of the growing empire, ushering in an era of internal turmoil and violence. The gap between rich and poor widened as wealthy landowners drove small farmers from public land, while access to government was increasingly limited to the more privileged classes. Attempts to address these social problems, such as the reform movements of Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus (in 133 B.C. and 123-22 B.C., respectively) ended in the reformers' deaths at the hands of their opponents. Gaius Marius, a commoner whose military prowess elevated him to the position of consul (for the first of six terms) in 107 B.C., was the first of a series of warlords who would dominate Rome during the late republic. By 91 B.C., Marius was struggling against attacks by his opponents, including his fellow general Sulla, who emerged as military dictator around 82 B.C. After Sulla retired, one of his former supporters, Pompey, briefly served as consul before waging successful military campaigns against pirates in the Mediterranean and the forces of Mithridates in Asia. During this same period, Marcus Tullius Cicero, elected consul in 63 B.C., famously defeated the conspiracy of the patrician Cataline and won a reputation as one of Rome's greatest orators.

Caesar's Rise

When the victorious Pompey returned to Rome, he formed an uneasy alliance known as the First Triumvirate with the wealthy Marcus Licinius Crassus (who suppressed a slave rebellion led by Spartacus in 71 B.C.) and another rising star in Roman politics: Gaius Julius Caesar. After earning military glory in Spain, Caesar returned to Rome to vie for the consulship in 59 B.C. From his alliance with Pompey and Crassus, Caesar received the governorship of three wealthy provinces in Gaul beginning in 58 B.C.; he then set about conquering the rest of the region for Rome.After Pompey's wife Julia (Caesar's daughter) died in 54 B.C., and Crassus was killed in battle against Parthia (present-day Iran) the following year, the triumvirate was broken. With old-style Roman politics in disorder, Pompey stepped in as sole consul in 53 B.C. Caesar's military glory in Gaul and his increasing wealth had eclipsed Pompey's, and the latter teamed with his Senate allies to steadily undermine Caesar. In 49 B.C., Caesar and one of his legions crossed the Rubicon, a river on the border between Italy from Cisalpine Gaul. Caesar's invasion of Italy ignited a civil war from which he emerged as dictator of Rome for life in 45 B.C.
Directions: Complete the following questions on s separate sheet of paper. Write in complete sentences. 
1. Annotate the reading 

2. Who were magistrates and how did they gain power?

3. What social group dominated the Senate?

4. What was the Twelve Tables?

5. How did Romans gain land?

6. How much territory did Rome Gain? Be specific

7. How did the expansion of the Empire effect Rome’s Political system?

8. What was the First Triumvirate?

9. How did Caesar come to power?

10. What was Caesar named? What is a dictator?

Rome Becomes a Republic
1. Patricians and Plebeians: In The early days of the Roman Republic, the heads of a few aristocratic families, known as patricians, elected officials from among themselves. Organized in clans, patrician families controlled every aspect of society- politics, religion, economics, and the military. Patricians maintained their power through a patronage system in which wealthy Romans provided financial, social, or legal support for lower ranking families in return in return for political backing and loyalty.

2. Almost from the beginning of the Republic, however, the common people, or plebeians (pli-bee-uhns), challenged the patricians for power. When invaders threatened Rome in 494 BC, the plebeians seceded, or withdrew. They left Rome and refused to fight until changes were made. Realizing they would not have an army without the plebeians, the patricians grudgingly expanded plebian rights. Once they received these new rights the plebeians returned to defend the city. Back in Rome, they formed their own assembly, the Plebeian Council. That assembly had the responsibility of overseeing and protecting Plebeian affairs.

3. To guarantee their rights, the plebeians also gained the right to elect officials known as tribunes. It was the tribunes’ job to protect the plebeians against unjust treatment by patrician officials. Eventually, these tribunes even gained the right to veto, or ban, laws that seemed harmful or unjust to Plebeians. 

4. Later, around 450 B.C. The plebian forced the patricians to have all laws written down. The laws were displayed in the Roman forum, or Central Square, on twelve large bronze tablets. As a result, the code became known as the code of the Twelve Tables. Because the laws were posted, patrician judges could not make decisions based on their own opinions or on secret laws. However, one of the newly posted laws, was a ban on marriage between patricians and plebeians- an attempt by the patricians to preserve their special status.  

5. RepublicGovernment: Working together, the patricians and plebeians created a practical and flexible unwritten constitution, or political structure. They were extremely proud of this system. As part of their new Republican constitution, the Romans created new offices and institutions of government. Eventually, the government consisted of three parts; (1) the Senate, a body of 300 members who advised elected officials, controlled public finances, and handle all foreign relations; (2) various popular assemblies, in which all citizens voted on laws and elected officials;(3) officials called magistrates, who put the laws into practice , governed in the name of the Senate and the people, and acted as priests. 
6. Though initially dominated by patricians, all state offices, including the Senate, little later open to both patricians and plebeians.

7. When the last King of Rome was thrown out, his place was taken by to magistrates called consuls. Elected for one year, the consuls were both chief executives and commanders of the army. 

8. Next to the consuls, the most important magistrates were the censors. Censors recorded the cities population and how much property each person owned. They also appointed new senators when vacancies appeared. The ability to select new Senators gave the censors great influence in Roman society. 

9. In the 300’s BC Romans also began to elect magistrates called praetors. Primarily judges, praetors could also act for the consuls when the consuls were at war. As Rome expanded, both consuls and praetors were usually given military commands or were appointed as provincial governors after finishing their terms of office. To assist the consuls and praetors, many other officials were also elected to handle varies other aspects of the cities administration. 

10. One reason that Rome’s government worked well was that it included a system of checked and balances, in which each part of the government could impose certain constraints upon the others. For example, the Senate could do little without the consent of the consuls, but at the same time the consuls could not enact major changes without funding from the Senate.

11. Life in the Republic: During the days of the Roman republic, Rome was a vibrant and thriving city. At the heart of the city was the Forum, the public square and the site of the most important government buildings and temples. The Forum was nestled between two hills-the palatine, on which many of Rome’s wealthiest citizens lived, and the Capitoline, where the cities grandest temples were. Because of this location, city leader could often be found in the Forum, mingling with the citizens. The Senate met in the Forum, and key public addresses were usually delivered from a speaking platform there. 

12. The Forum was more than a political center, though. It was also a popular place for shopping and gossip. Busy shops lined either side of the forum and public celebrations were commonly held there. Indeed the Forum was the busiest place in an already busy city. 

13. Despite the bustling nature of their city, the Romans prided themselves on their agrarian roots. Farming and landownership were considered the noblest was to make money. In fact, Senators were forbidden to participate in any career that did not involve land. They could not, for example, engage in commerce.

14. The Roman tie to the land is illustrated in the legend of the early republic. In this story, the people of Rome turn to their greatest general, Cincinnatus, who was plowing his fields at the time, to save them from an invasion. They made him dictator, an office that gave its holder nearly unlimited power but could only be held for six months. Dictators were chosen to resolve crisis that faced Rome. As dictator, Cincinnatus defeated the enemies and returned to his farm. He had no interest in retaining power but simply wanted to get back to his normal life. 
From Republic to Dictatorship
Beginning in the eighth century B.C., Ancient Rome grew from a small town on central Italy's Tiber River into an empire that at its peak encompassed most of continental Europe, Britain, much of western Asia, northern Africa and the Mediterranean islands. Among the many legacies of Roman dominance are the widespread use of the Romance languages (Italian, French, Spanish, Portuguese and Romanian) derived from Latin, the modern Western alphabet and calendar and the emergence of Christianity as a major world religion. After 450 years as a republic, Rome became an empire in the wake of Julius Caesar's rise and fall in the first century B.C. The long and triumphant reign of its first emperor.

The Early Republic

The power of the monarch passed to two annually elected magistrates called consuls; they also served as commanders in chief of the army. The magistrates, though elected by the people, were drawn largely from the Senate, which was dominated by the patricians, or the descendants of the original senators from the time of Romulus. Politics in the early republic was marked by the long struggle between patricians and plebeians (the common people), who eventually attained some political power through years of concessions from patricians, including their own political bodies, the tribunes, which could initiate or veto legislation.In 450 B.C., the first Roman law code was inscribed on 12 bronze tablets–known as the Twelve Tables–and publicly displayed in the Roman Forum. These laws included issues of legal procedure, civil rights and property rights and provided the basis for all future Roman civil law. By around 300 B.C., real political power in Rome was centered in the Senate, which at the time included only members of patrician and wealthy plebeian families.

Military Expansion

During the early republic, the Roman state grew exponentially in both size and power. Though the Gauls sacked and burned Rome in 390 B.C., the Romans rebounded under the leadership of the military hero Camillus, eventually gaining control of the entire Italian peninsula by 264 B.C. Rome then fought a series of wars known as the Punic Wars with Carthage, a powerful city-state in northern Africa. The first two Punic Wars ended with Rome in full control of Sicily, the western Mediterranean and much of Spain. In the Third Punic War (149–146 B.C.), the Romans captured and destroyed the city of Carthage and sold its surviving inhabitants into slavery, making a section of northern Africa a Roman province. At the same time, Rome also spread its influence east, defeating King Philip V of Macedonia in the Macedonian Wars and turning his kingdom into another Roman province.Rome's military conquests led directly to its cultural growth as a society, as the Romans benefited greatly from contact with such advanced cultures as the Greeks. The first Roman literature appeared around 240 B.C., with translations of Greek classics into Latin; Romans would eventually adopt much of Greek art, philosophy and religion. 

Internal Struggles in the Late Republic

Rome's complex political institutions began to crumble under the weight of the growing empire, ushering in an era of internal turmoil and violence. The gap between rich and poor widened as wealthy landowners drove small farmers from public land, while access to government was increasingly limited to the more privileged classes. Attempts to address these social problems, such as the reform movements of Tiberius and Gaius Gracchus (in 133 B.C. and 123-22 B.C., respectively) ended in the reformers' deaths at the hands of their opponents. Gaius Marius, a commoner whose military prowess elevated him to the position of consul (for the first of six terms) in 107 B.C., was the first of a series of warlords who would dominate Rome during the late republic. By 91 B.C., Marius was struggling against attacks by his opponents, including his fellow general Sulla, who emerged as military dictator around 82 B.C. After Sulla retired, one of his former supporters, Pompey, briefly served as consul before waging successful military campaigns against pirates in the Mediterranean and the forces of Mithridates in Asia. During this same period, Marcus Tullius Cicero, elected consul in 63 B.C., famously defeated the conspiracy of the patrician Cataline and won a reputation as one of Rome's greatest orators.

Caesar's Rise

When the victorious Pompey returned to Rome, he formed an uneasy alliance known as the First Triumvirate with the wealthy Marcus Licinius Crassus (who suppressed a slave rebellion led by Spartacus in 71 B.C.) and another rising star in Roman politics: Gaius Julius Caesar. After earning military glory in Spain, Caesar returned to Rome to vie for the consulship in 59 B.C. From his alliance with Pompey and Crassus, Caesar received the governorship of three wealthy provinces in Gaul beginning in 58 B.C.; he then set about conquering the rest of the region for Rome.After Pompey's wife Julia (Caesar's daughter) died in 54 B.C., and Crassus was killed in battle against Parthia (present-day Iran) the following year, the triumvirate was broken. With old-style Roman politics in disorder, Pompey stepped in as sole consul in 53 B.C. Caesar's military glory in Gaul and his increasing wealth had eclipsed Pompey's, and the latter teamed with his Senate allies to steadily undermine Caesar. In 49 B.C., Caesar and one of his legions crossed the Rubicon, a river on the border between Italy from Cisalpine Gaul. Caesar's invasion of Italy ignited a civil war from which he emerged as dictator of Rome for life in 45 B.C.

Directions: Complete the following questions on s separate sheet of paper. Write in complete sentences. 
15. Annotate the reading 

16. Who were magistrates and how did they gain power?

17. What social group dominated the Senate?

18. What was the Twelve Tables?

19. How did Romans gain land?

20. How much territory did Rome Gain? Be specific

21. How did the expansion of the Empire effect Rome’s Political system?

22. What was the First Triumvirate?

23. How did Caesar come to power?

24. What was Caesar named? What is a dictator?


















